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\HE letter I diſpatched | 
away with the meſſen- 

ger, and waited with ſome im- 

patience for the retum of m 

lover, which was ſooner than 1 

expected; for the ſixth day af- 

ter he went, I was in the gar- 
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den, where I fpent moſf of my 
time; and in all probability my 


thoughts Were employed about 
| him, becauſe I had his letter in 
my hand, and being alone, and, 
as 1 thought, out of every body” $ 
hearing, with an unuſual tranſ- 
port, I ſaid, Dear Henry, 
did you but know my impatience 
to ſee you, ſure you would make 
more haſte. -I juſt then turn- 
d the ccæner of the walk, and 
before L was aware, found my- 
=! inthe arms of him, on whom 


5 F my „ bub 
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ly employed ; 35 and whbic Jo 
ſent Joy kurried*him to greater 
liberties mr he had ever taken 
before. - 4 A i; our od | 
— was IA. 
baſhed at foch à ſudden ſur- 
prize! I held down my head to 
hide my bluſhes, and my tongue 


had no more motion than- that 


of a mute: In ſhort, my con- 
fuſion was ſo great, to be cateh· 
ed with his letter in my hand I 
and ſuch words in my mouth, 1 3 4 
that T was only the ogy . EH 
tive of a well-made _— 
OS ip Ba. 1 Th 28 f 
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4 
le faw my concern, yet 


h went on thus. Oh! 
my Druſilla, did you but know 
how much J have ſuffered for 
want of thy dear company, thy 
pity would take place, and thou 


wouldſt own my crime has been 


| my puniſhment; and were it 
not for thee, thou dear preſer- 
ver of my life, I ſhould have 
fought © that death, which for 
- fake I only declined.” | 


my "cred it was now too 
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confeſſion of my. heart, þ * a 
took courage and looked up; 1 
when I ſaw him in deep mourn- | 
ing, and his face as hie as his 
linen, 

Heaven defend me, Sir, What 
is the matter with you? and for 
whom do you mourn? I fear, 
for ſomebody nearer than the 
relation you mentioned 1 in yous 


f 


letter.” 
ee Oh! my Proflla, 1 hike 
ſuch a ſtory to tell thee, ay. 25 
e 8 render 8 den at 


* ij 
2 : 5 1 3 — 
bay 1 * * % 
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* : 'of adamant, leſt it melt a- 
way as I tell my diſmal tale.” 
Wy © Support my trembling limbs, 
| ” dear Sir, and let us retire to a 
WO refting-place, where we may 
fit, for you have ſomething in 
your look foretells a won * 
$0. hear. ; 13 
When we were ic Gated, he thu 
As ſoon as I hai b 
= way that happy paper, which I 
| 1 * juſt now in your hand; 1 
i waited for the return of the meſ- 
en half hoping for, half 
deſpairing 
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deſpairing of, an anſwer. Mx 


poor father, not ſuſpecting what 


I ſtayed for, preſſed me to 


make more haſte: at laſt the ſer- 


vant came, and with him that 
dear pledge, which next to thee, 
I have reſerved: as my chiefeſt 
good ; I had then what I wiſh- 


ed for, and was as ſoon ready 


as the reſt. The road we had 


to go was ſo rocky, it would 


not admit of a coach, for which 


reaſon we were forced to mount 


our horſes; we ſet forward in 


= 
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** hard for ſome hours, till we 
came to a foreſt within three 


little miles of tie town we were 


going to, at which time we were 


ſet upon by ten villains on horſe- 


back, who demanded our pur- 
ſes; we were not much more 


Ne chan half the number, my un- 


happy father, the moſt unfor- 


| f 5 tunate Atkinſon, three ſervants, 
nud myſelf. I found our men 
WH looked with firm reſolution, and 
only expected their chiefs to 
ſhow an example of courage, 


|= ny I pleaſed me ſo 


well, 


Tas LADY's TALE, . 3 
well, that I began the onſet 
myſelf "+ but while wo of the 
villains kept me in action, the 
reſt attacked my friend, who 
dropped from his horſe, ſhot 
quite through the body ; he 
lived to ſay— Without Dru- 
ſilla, death is welcome, they 
have finiſhed her cruelty, and 
dif] patched a. heart which need- 
ed no other wound but what ſhe 
gave it. He then expired. "Rt 

$ This unhappy misſortung 
left me in ſuch: trouble, that 1 
bad almoſt ſorzot zybere I was; 
B B 5 till 
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bands, but muſt have fallen 
myſelf, though we had reduced 


their number to our own, had 


till looking up, -I faw ſome of 
the rogues about my father, 


while our men had ſlain four of 


them ;- this fight gave me new 


reſcue with the utmoſt ſpeed, 


where I got him out of their 


not kind fortune ſent ſome other 
paſſengers that way, upon the 


; Gght of whom they immediate- 
| ly fled. Our intention was to 


_ them, but as I turned to 
hear 


11 
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hear how my father approved: of 
our deſign, I ſaw him fainting; 


and ready to fall from his horſe; 


we took him- off, and found he 
was wounded in his thigh, which 
| bled exceedingly; 1 ſent a fer- 


vant full ſpeed to the town, Who 


returned with a ſurgeon, [3 and 
conveniences to carry him and 


my unfortunate friend to our 


relation's hquſe, where we were 
all going. __ 


As ſoon as we Ng in, „ my 
father was put to bed, and his 
wound was ſearched, and found = 
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Nt mortal, being in the great ar- 
tery: next day he fell into a 
hi gh fever; and towards even- 
ing, expired. But an hour or 

two before he died, he called 
me to him, and deſiring to be 


private, he made me kneel down 


dy his bed-ſide, and thus he 


* — 


My beloved ſon, you have 
in all things, from your cradle 
to manhood, been a moſt duti- 
ful child to me, and 1 hope you 
Have always found me an in- 
dulgent father to you; and I 
1591008 25 now 
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now enjoin you, with my laſt 
breath, as you will anſwer it to 
duty, and by all the ties of filial 
affection, to tell me, without 
reſerve, whether you love Dru- 
ſilla Northington n nb, 25 
I was ſtrangely alarmed at 
that queſtion, becauſe I greatly 
dreaded his dying e- 
would have been to deſiſt. 
Nay, my dear ar 0 
not ſeem ſurprized, for I have 
often thought you looked upon 
her with a lover's eye, though 


Ter I never 


never charged you with it i be 

fore.” 
Nek: ou deareſt Adin 
thing his cold clammy hand 
with my tears, for the fake of 
thoſe joys in heaven you are 
now going to partake, do not 
rob me of all on earth I am ca- 
pable of knowing; 1 do love 
her more than life, or any 
worldly good ; yet, if you 
eommand me to ſee her no more, 
I will obey, but never can ſur- 
vive 150 own reſolution ; for 1 
* alas! 


Tas LADY“ TALE, H. 15 
alas 1 have no choioe, but death 
or Druſilla. . 

My dear ſon, returned my 
poor dying father, I always ſtu- 
died your felicity, while I lived, 
and heaven forbid I ſhould ſtrive 
to make you wretched at my 
death; it is true, her fortune | 
cannot anſwer yours; but ſhe 


is, 1 own, a woman of ſuperior 
merit, and may a mutual love, 
and endeavour to pleaſe, make 
you both happy, not only in 

this bs, but in that which is to 
| come. | > 711 4m 
| | © How®:. 


12 
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bs. 
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How agg 1 tell thee, my 
flor. love, tranſporting 
ſound thoſe By .conveyed ? 
Juſt when I expected the killing 
command of ſeparation, to hear 
the good old man bleſs. me with 
a, dying conſent, was ſuch a 


: rapture to my ſick hopes, that 
J feel the healing balſam ſtill, 


and yet ſuch goodneſs added a 


thouſand pangs to my juſt con- 
cern for ſo ki nd, „ ſo benevolent 


a father; 1. Who, ſome few 1 mi- 
24 nutes after, Was ſnatched from 


ny arms for „ 
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* he remains of my honour- 
ed father, and my unhappy 
friend, were laid in the earth 
near each other; the latter, who 
in the ſtruggles of his departing 
ſoul, remembered one, whom 
he thought cruel — - bielied ts ; 
and expired. 
40 my Henry, Wa me 


no more with his tale, I cannot 


bear it; for though I never gave 
him the leaft encouragement, 
you cannot think me ſo inhu- 
man as to liſten to his unhappß/ 
fate without concern; eſpetially | 
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when 1 eemiembes,; LEE greateſt 
offence was* his too much love 
of me, and ſuch as nothing but 
ingratitude and you could have 
hindered a return of. I own I 
canttet, withaut playing tlie 
hypocrite, lay, but your pre- 
ſervation does greatly alleviate 
the 'tnouble I ſhould have had, 
both for your father, and the 
fate of the moſt unfortunate of [ 


leate to pay a ſmalb tribute of 
tears to the memory of one you 
love and was obliged to. 1 
5 E 8 Rs . 


Tur LADY's TALE, Gr. ag 
dear Druſilla, nee his blood 
and mine let out in fluices, can- 


not be worth one tear from thoſe: - - 


dear ee... 
Thoſe eyes, Mr. [lah 
muſt eaſe my ſwoln heart, or 
it will bueſt: with grief; Pra 
leaue me for a m ment, and che 
conflict will be ov rt it 
I canvot, will not leave you, 
my love, but I will tun my 


Lees tn wt d oll 


a | heard 


back to the tears I cannot bear 9 | 


| By this tion . ho 9 
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heard that Mr. V anzouch was 


"AT returned, thought he owed him 
4 ſo much reſpect, as to come and 
8 bid him welcome: when 1 faw 


my father, I began to dry up 


my eyes as well as I could ; but 
the fad cataſtrophe of Mr. At- 
kinfon fill Jay at ray ben. 
0 When we were all together, 
my father ſeeing: us boch in dit- 
order, and his old frien 's ſon 
in mourning, he knew not what 
to make of the ſcene, and en- 
ge! how his father did. Mr. 


painted him 
with 


. 
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with the loſs of his parent, but. 


begged he would ſtay for the 


_ particulars a little longer; for 
though he had ſummoned his 
teaſon to aſſiſt him while he re- 


lated the diſmal tale to me, he 


faid, nature now took. place, 
| and he could not bear a * 


tion. * 


NV father joined 8 him in 


a true concern for his old friend, 


row for ſome minutes, they wi- 


ped away their wich and Shang: 
ed the ſubjeR. 6 
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and. after a dumb ſcene of ſor- oh 
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« Pray, ir, ſaid FL, ſome | 
Ke after, what became of. 
our fick relation that ſent” for. 
_ when all this mithie fa. 


4 
= He was- fi Mr. Vanzouch, 
E eee kind to me, and 


= the day after my father died, he 
= 5 made his will and left me his 
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whole eſtate; but the day after 
that, he began to mend, and is, 
iy I thank the due in a fai 
1 ad of recovering,” ' : hs 
=_ - «go-then,” returned I, «al 


vou en by yourjourney was 
1 15 2 t 8 4 to 


Taz LAD'Y's TALE, e 23 
to loſe a tender parent, a beloved 
friend, and run the hazard'of 
your on life into; the bargain.” 
- My father, whether he had 

Weg or did it by deſign, I 
know not, but it is likely, he 
thought we had rather be alone, 
ſo left us to ourſelves, and when 
be was gone, 1 ne 


proceeded thus. 


© You: have, 3 5 


fla, to fave my like, given.me 


ome {mall- hopes to believe I 
am not wholly indifferent to 


Yau, and E nom beg you will 


r | 
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remember your own great ob- 
jection is removed, I mean my 
father's conſent; what hinders 
now, . but 1 go this minute to 
aſk yours, and make ourſelves 
one, without any farther de- 
lay? 
„ Oh! Mr. Vanzouch, ſaid 
I, „I am but too ſenſible of | 
my indiſcretion, in giving you 
ſuch early demonſtrations of my 
love; but had you not ſurpriz- 
ed me in my retirement, and 
catchedd a confeſſion as it ſlipped 


from * mer tongue, you 


— N bad 
* | 
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had not ſo ſoon been maſter « of 
that ſecret, which: none but my 
own: heart was privy to; but it 
is now too late to play the in- 
different, I confeſs your perſon 


has merit enough. to command 


the eſteem of one more worthy 
than I'am. Your eſtate is above 

my wiſhes 3 your good ſenſe and 
temper have their charms, which 
added to your love and honour- 
able deſigns, leave me no room 
for ſo much as an affected bluſh, 

when I ſay you have made an 
impreſſion on my heart: As for 

Vor. = my 
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my. father's conſent, it is what 


vo aught to aſk, and what- 1 
am ſure he will grant, but yours 
is 0 lately departed, that de- 
cency ſurely requires n little 
r or. 
Of all the W wks 
in life, - my dear Druſilla, I take 
ceremony to be the moſt imper- 
tinent; could I recall my ever 
honoured father, I ſhould. want 
no motive, no excitement, to 
being him back ; but if he be 


irreco e gone, to * end 


p 31 ' mant's 


Tus LADY's TALE Er. * 


ment's pleaſure, ' which can 
be of no manner of ſervice 
ta him? Beſide, the greater a 
man's trouble is, the more need 
he has of a friend to ſhare it 
with him.” 

Thank you kindly,” faid I, 
laughing, e you are in haſte: to be 
married: then, that I may _ 
you to cry ſometimes. Wals 
No indeed; Mr. Varzouch? 
when you have a mind to be 
merry, Iwill take my part, but 
I bar all vexation, all ill-hu- 
our, as an utter enemy to my 


nn C 2 own - 


4 mouth, before we heard a con- 
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| own temper,” But! little -thought 
how near I was to what I was 
| declaring againſt ; ; for a ſudden 

accident happened, which had 
| og nigh-parted my Henry and 
1 for ever. My Jaſt words, to 
him were not well out of my 


fuſed wife in 1 the hall, to which 
my father had received a violent 


blow from one of his own ſer- 
vants, who, for ſome fault, he had 
corrected: Mr. Vanzouch Was 


o e with rage, at the 
4 8  "mnlelence 


Tun 15 U. Th 


inſolence of the f bu, "Mee he 
drew his ſword and ran it into 
his body, 1812. 

I was fo frighted at the thought 
of the conſequence, „ that I fell 
into a ſwoon amongſt them, and 
lay for a conſiderable time; with - 
out life or motion; at laſt, by 
the care of Mr. Vanzouch and 
Faddle, I came to myſelf, and 
found my father upon his legs 


; = 


* 


again, who was only ſtunned 


with the blow. The villain who 
"ſtruck him, lay wallowing in 


his blood, confeſſed he deſerved 


Som C 3 | his 
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e, buß begged aloud for 
help, e h I Was willing ke 
fhould have; ſince 1 ke. the 
fe of my Henry 
his, or dt beſt; muſt Rand "A 
troubleſome trial. i 

1 therefore got his bd 
bound up, and ſent with ſpeed 
for an eminent ſurgeon at the 
leert town, who, when he had 
examined it, gave us but little 
hope of his life. Oh! with 
what horror did theſe words fill 
my lol! I ran to Mr. Vanzotich, 
and begged e of * if he had 


IS the 


Tar LADY% TAT E G. fr 
che leaſt regard either for his own 
life or tine, to abſcond for ſorne 
time, till we fw the event; chat 
if the worſt ſhould happen; we 
might have time tb make Find 
for his pardon. | H ie 
He blamed my wothauiſtt 
_ and was greatly averſe to 
my propoſal, which he would 
My no means hearken to, till 
moved by my repeated prayers | 
and 1 tears, he at laſt conſented ; 
but on condition, he might hear 
from me every day, and then 
he would: "retire to place hard 


N 0 4 > 194 * 
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by. where, he could be as pri- 
vate as he pleaſed ; 3; but told me, 
he went to cure my fears, not 
his « on: for though, added 
be, Twould not take any man's 
life, and I hope, for his. own 
ſake, his may ſtill be ſafe, yet 
ſuch : an impudent inſult as his 
was, will, in a great, meaſure, 
jut what I, in the: "height of 
reſentment, , RI 
But his pladfble pretences to 
15 had no force with me, I 
thou ght I had better want Hirn 
a while, than loſe him for ever, 


. 
y PS... 
. 
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and therefore perſiſted. in his got 
ing off; which 1 ſweetened with 


ten thouſand promiſes of writ- 


nothing ſhould be wanting on 
my. fide, that could any * 
make him eaſy. „ 
And muſt we part ie 
aid he; Oh! my Druſilla, 
bow can I, how ſhall I bear it?” 
© No more,” ſaid I, << bur 


weakneſs which Ban retard you * 
Mt: „ ono OH 
OP He 0 own 83 and 
b C 5 k. ſen t 


ing to him every day, and that 


90 this minute, beſore I ſhow a 


* * 
6 
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Erfent! Faddle; that ſhe might 
| khow the way again, for I durſt 
tte unſpeakable torment of us 
wen were once ee 


: Mi loved it wh 


ſooner gone, than I went to 0 
ſurgeon to beg him to take all 
the care ofthe man he poſſibly 
could, and promiſed him mbun- 
rains if e but een 
his cure. 10 nis 17 
ne on, a0 own. FREY was 


5 induee- 
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inducemen enough to make him 
endeavour for his fafety; though 
at preſent” he law very little hope | 
of his life, but the next dreſ- 
fing would be the time to judge 
of the conſequence, and begged 
me to be eaſy till then. But 
eaſe, alas! was fled from my dif- 
tracted breaſt, and I ſpent A 
ſleepleſs night-i in theutmoſt i im< 
patience for morning, when this 
25 Wen was to * 
; The appearance if 99 raiſed 

me from my bed, and run for | 
Bon! 5 6 | e ed 
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fteſh intelligence, but met with 
none that gave me any comfort; 
che man was now grown fever- 
iſh, and conſequently leſs hopes 
of his life than ever. This dread- 
ful news I ſent. to Mr. Vanzouch. 
by my maid Faddle, and laid 
the ſtrickeſt injunctions on him, 
$1 he valued my quiet, to remain 
in ſeeret, and that I would ſee 
him very ſoon, but durſt not 
net, br fear ſome prying eye 


ſhould watch my ſteps, and by 
them find out where he lay con- 


41890 
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The 
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The fellow continued ſtill a6 
bad; that death only was ex- 
pected, and I; diſtracted with 
deſpair and grief. To what, 
faid I, has fate reſerved me? and 
Why. does it trifle with, and 
baffle. all my expectations? for 
I no ſooner have a view of plea- 
ſure, than it is ſnatched from my 
eyes, and the only joy l ever 
wiſhed for, is gone f before I poſe 
ſeſſed it. Why are we ſond of | 
life, unleſs tobe acquainted with 
all thoſe Ad. vexations which 


n attend it? Ohl Henry, 
what 


—_— > — 
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Fhat” thy refentment done? 
hav it nit Uefnecl chi ad mer * 
This woe wits endet! 
with a Tower of terte; in the 
midſt" or which, one of ty 


aids came to tell = en 


was fallen very i Il. 44-44 
This was a new ai and 
doncerni to me, becauſe now 


had no body to fend to Mr. Vans 


zouch, or ſhow me the way to 
lum, if 1 had ever ſo great an 
inclination to go. TW . . whole 
days paſt without the leaſt in- 
ee from each other, white 


I made 
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made frequent complaints of 5 
my cruel. deſtiny, and blamed 
my ſtars for v hat they were hap- 
pily going to remove; for after 
another reſtleſs nhight, a glimpſe 
of joy began to dart its rays, and 
we had ſome hopes of the fel» 
low's amendinent; his fever was 
gone off, and after a very good 
night, his wound appeared much 
| better. 28 157 3 U US 
I forgot to acquaint yoiz 
| Leonora, that during the Un- 
certainty of the conſequence-of 
the late unhappy misfortune, 


FEELS] my . 
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my facher had à brother, who 
came from Holland merely to 
pay him a viſit; he was a hand- 
ſame man, and many years 
younger than him; his ſweet 
temper was his beſt quality, 
though he had not one bad one 
to give the leaſt diſguſt to any. 
This uncle of mine, I had 
not ſeen for ſeveral, years, and 
was always a w great favou- 
rite of his, and could not be 
more ſo, had I bern his daugh- 
nationals rnd ana 
he mind evening, is he 


a | | came, 


* 
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came, 1 was in my chamber, 
contriving how to get Mr, Van» 
zouch and bring him home a- 
gain; when my uncle came to 
me, it being near the cloſe of 
the day, and ſitting down with 
his wonted freedom, he ſet me 
on his knee, and faid; *-Druſil- 
la, I have obſerved ever ſince 
I came, that you ſeem to- have 
more than a common concern 
ſor this fellow who i is fick in the 
houſe; I -was going to aſk your 
father ſome queſtions about him 
lt A night, but was interrupted. 


* 


1 egg 105 
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| Ikewiſe taken notice; 
that all this day, fince the fur- 
geon gave Fou hopes of his life, 
you have affumed your wonted 
gaiety, are all pleaſant, all chear- | 
ful! I confefs'T am under fome 
apprebtenſions for you, though 
I can hardly think fo low of 
your conduct, as to believe you 
can have any tenderneſs for ſuch 


a fellow; or is it all 'n riddle? 


if ſo, prithee unfold it; "ali 


Lorry cond uncle eaßy. STE? 
At this 1 filed, and being 
in better ſpirits chan I had been 


D. . 4 : 5 for 
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for ſeveral days before, I had ar 
inclination to carry on the jeſt a 
little farther, in order to which 
made him this anſwer. - 
4 I am very ſenſible, my dear 
uncle, of the misfortune and dil. 
grace, which wornen often bring 
upon their families by indiſcrete 
matches; and it is ſo common 
to ſee our ſex throwing away an 
unguarded heart upon thoſe be- 
| low ther, ; that kde fay, f Sir, you 
h fi d when 
I tell you, my life depends upon 


as ſlender a thread, as tlie life of 4 


the 
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the man you mentioned; if- hs 
dies, I am perfectly wretched ; 
= he lives, I am . n 
woman upon earth. 

And why, niece, 2 my 
| a very gravely, do you 
ſuppoſe I ſhould not be ſurpriz- 
ed at this declaration? pray, 
does your father know any ching 
of this worthy. connection? 
Ves, my dear Sir, he hip 
the very ſecrets of my heart, and 
has goodneſs mou. to e, 
* actions. er. al 

Then, returned oY Cas I 
Fin ſaid 
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| kid before, you are a riddle, or 
your father and you are n 
out of your ſenſes. 

5 could not forbear lau hing 
to ſee my uncle's concern, of 
which to eaſe him, I told him 
the whole affair; as likewiſe 
that Faddle was fallen ſick, but 
if he would pleaſe to go with me 
to fetch Mr. Vanzouch back, I 
would go to her and get direc- 


tions how to find him out. 
By this time, added I he may 
imagine himſelf to be quite for- 


gotten, but when you come to ſee 


him, 
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kim any dear gir, you will 
think your labour well beftow- 
ed; for Mr. Vanzouch is wor- 
thy both of your acquaintance 
and alliance; it pleaſes me, to 
think how chearful we ſhall be, 
when we meet, at your miſ- 
take: I will go to Faddle, and 
return in a minute. 
juſt as I ſpoke thoſe words, 
and left my uncle's knee, poor 
Mr. Vanzouch, whoſe patience 
was ſpun to the laſt thread, came 
from his hiding: place to ſee if I 
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were alive, and to. find. out. the 
cauſe of my, cruel ſilence. 
When he aw me ſeated, and 
ſeemingly contented, on the knee 
of a ſtrange man, he ceaſed to 
come forward; I no ſooner per- 
ceived, him, than I. ran ta em- 
brace him, aud had a thouſand 
things on my tongue to tell him: 
when inſtead of coming towards 
me, he turned away, and with 
the, greateſt -provipitaſign ran 
down ſtairs, 75 
1 followed him as. faſt 1 
could, and called upon him to 
Yi we 
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return, though he was deaf to 
all, and only ſaid, when he got 
to che door, he was ſorry he 
5. had interrupted the joys of my 
new lover, for which he begged 
both our pardons ; ; and without 
ſtaying for an anſwer to his fa- 
tal miſtake, he flew from my 
eyes in an inſtant. Fe 
x knew not what to do, I ran 


back again to -my uncle, told 
him what he had ſaid, and beg- 
ged he would £0 with me to 4 
undeceive him; but my uncle 
knew not What T meant, for 
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Hen 27 made ſuch ſpeed away, 
that my uncle neither ſaw him, 
or heard him, and was at a loſs 
to know why I ran in ſuch haſte: 
I told him the whole tranſaction, 
and his good-nature readily com- 
plied to go along with me, and 
attend me to him. I ſaid nes 
thing to my father, but 5 
Faddle's direction, we haſtened 
away to look for that which we 
were not to find; for after I had 
greatly tired myſelf with an un- 
pleaſing journey, which, by | 
reaſon of my ſlow walking, made 
n. o * 


laſt forced to return as we went. 
We knocked at the door ſeveral 
times and very loudly, before 


came to the window, and aſked 


us, in an imperious tone, what 


when we had informed him, he 
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it extremely Lite before: werinps 
rived there; that we were at 


we could make any body hear 
us; at length a ſurly old man 


it was that we wanted ? which 


anſwered, he ſu ppoſed the man 
was dead whom the gentleman 
had wounded, and we were 
come to ſecure him, but we 
might 


Tur LADY'S TALE, Se. 61 
might go and look for him where 
we could find him, fer he had 
been gone from thence above two 
hours; and without doubt, con- 


tinued the fellow, he knew it 


himſelf, for he came home very 
angry, bid his men ſaddle his 
horſes with all ſpeed, and away 
he went, without ſo much as 
telling my maſter where he was 


2 going; ſo that is all T know of 


him, and a good night to you 


both. Upon which he ſhut the 


window, and left us to gueſs 


at what be could not tell us. 


2360 9 2 This 
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<<, This fellow,” ſaid my uncle, 
ce is. a very great philoſopher, for 
all he knows, is, that he knows 
nothing.” | 

Ho can you, Sir, ſaid I, 

« - beſo cruel to provoke me with 
a jeſt, when you ſee my diſtreſs? 
J cannot bare my fate. Oh! 
lead me back, that I may lay 
down and die in peace.” | 
F As we returned, my uncle, to 
give me comfort would fain have 
perſuaded me, they only denied 
Mr. Vanzouch, becauſe they 
thought the man was dead; but 
41 that 


* 
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that would not do with me, I 


was but too ſure he was gone. 

With much fatigue, by the 
aſſiſtance of my uncle, and a 
full moon, I at laſt got back 
again, and went directly to bed; 
where I was no ſooner laid, and 
alone, than I began anew to 
bewail my cruel deſtiny. 

T now ſaw myſelf. plunged in 
deeper miſery than ever. And is 
this thy love, unkind Vanzouchz 
ſaid I, to leave me in ſo much 


uncertainty of thy own ſtate ? 


well might you have ſtayed to ] 
2 © aw hear 


54 Tur LADV's TALE, Se. 
hear me juſtify myſelf, ere you 
had flown from my van. fer 
ever! | 

Poor wretched creature am I, 
how miſerable has thy own folly 
niade thee, and what haſt thou 
loft by giving away a heart too 
ſoon? H adſt thou uſed this de- 
ſtroyer of thy peace with fewer 
marks of thy love, and inſtead 
thereof entertained him with a 
coldneſs anfwerable to his perfi- 
| diouſneſs, thou mighteſt have ſe- 
cured him thine; but thou haſt 
um thyſelf "—_— to one who 


18 
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is weary of | thee before he has 
thee, and deſpiſes thee for lov- 
ing him too much. How would 
it have. mended thy fortune, 
hadſt thou kept to thy firſt reſo- 
lution of living without love, 
and how happy would thou 
have been, had the firſt day of 
thy fooliſn love, been the laſt of 
thy wretched life? For ſhame! 
for ſhame | aſſume that freedom 
which is thy due; call back 
that heart which thou haſt part- 
ed with upon too eaſy terms, 
and let not that ingrate retain 
id ew -- the 


ww. J 
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the leaſt part of u hat he ſo little 
deſerves. | Ifaid a thouſand other 
things which my deſpair and 
poignant grief ſuggeſted to me, 
and my whole time was n in 
deep complaints. 
At laſt, Faddle came into my 
| chamber, and deſired leave to 
introduce an old woman, who 
had a meſſage to deliver to my- 
ſelf, Though my trouble was 
ſo great, it hated interru ption; 2 
my curioſity 4 got the better for 
a few moments, and 1 bade her 
hying: her: in, but it was with 
41 0 9008 
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hopes of hearing from my Henry, 
or I ſhould not have been ſo 
ready to have conſented. ; | 
Faddle returned, and with 
her ſo miſerable a creature in; 
her appearance, that at firſt I. 
was afraid to be left alone with- 
her, but upon her ſaying her 
order from the gentleman was 
to deliver her meſſage to me in- 
private, and from a perſori who 
ſhe faid ſhe was authoriſed to. 
lay I knew, I ſent Faddle to, 
my dreſſing- room, and told her 
to attend till I rang for her. 

Es D 5 a 
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As ſoon as Faddle had left us, 
ſhe gave me a letter, which I 
was very ſure, by the ſuperſcrip- 
tion, came from Mr. Vanzouch; 
but before J opened it, 1I-aſked 
the bearer where ſhe brought it 
| from, and where the perſon was 
that writ it? - 
% Madam,” ſaid hed in 4 
1 daily employed at a re- 
putable inn, a few miles from 
hence; my chief buſineſs is to 
go 9n- errands, and it is upon 
| ſuch an account, that I have the 
e eee 
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nden n e on n 


22 


now. 1 1 142 5 . 
0 mend woman, had whe 


e who ſent you any 


company with him? 


« None, madam, but two: 
ſervants and a black boy. He 
only ſtayed the writing of the 
letter, ſaying it required no an- 
ſwer, then mounted his horſe 


and rode away.“ 


This account was no way ſa- 
tisfactory to me, but 1 hoped 
for better intelligence from my 
letter, ſo gave the woman half a 
D 6 crown, 5 


5 
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crown,” and diſmiſſed her: 1 
— opened and read my let- 

in which I found * kil- 
ig wake: a be 


14 


c end en i. MIS ec 
J ſhould: * 0d very 
0 Gay to that violent paſ- 
« fron A declared L had 
« for you, ſhould Ehave ſtay-" 
ed to interrupt your joys in 
« the arms of my happy rival, 
te where I ſaw you ſo chearful, 
ce and ſo contentedly placed'; 1 

c came fulk of wonder; and, 


7700875 4 ſurprized 
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ce furprized at us filence, 

c laid the fault on every 
« thing but the true cauſe nor- 
could my ill- uſage force me 
& to a thought that tended. to 
« your diſadvantage; and had 
any thing but my own eyes 
been my informers, F ſhould 
te have believed it a falſhood, 
« and thruſt it with my fword - 
te down the baſe throat it came 
« out: of: but ne argument is 
« good againſt demonſtration. 
«I haye ſeen «that cruel fight 
y neh rends my brain, and 


e 1 „ tears 


* 


* 


* 


: 1 
a 
EY 


62 Tus "LADY" TALE, S. 


5 


i rears my heart-ftrings, | and 1 
now go to end my wretched 
| days in ſome remote part of 
a the world, from whence you, 
. nor! your favourite, may ne- 
| cher be the pleaſure of hear- 
made the too credulous 
_— -HBNRY VANZOUCH. bg 
2 ** wider J din which 4 
wwe ny eps gave 
deſpair iet ah I gave 
jug to Wy but ſighs' and 


tears; 3 
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tears; Krefuſed all manner of 
company, and none were more 
my enemies than thoſe ho. en⸗ 
deavoured to comfort me. 

In ſhort, my melancholy in- 
creaſed fo faſt, that my father 
and uncle were almoſt at their 
wits end for .me, and expected 
nothing to enfue but madneſs or 


death. 


© Thou wert a loving tit, 
faid Leonora, that is true but 
of all things, Iadmire your me- 
mory: were I to go through 
| this * after you, what ftum- 
a bles 
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bles and blunders ſhould I make 
by the way ? But prithee go on, 
for I long to ſee you happy a- 


% Had my tale been your 


don, Leonora, it would, no 


doubt, have made as laſting Jig 
impreſſion on your memory, as 

it has done on mine; but what 
we do not feel, we ſeldom think 
worth our notice.. 

As the fellow whom Mr. Van 
er had wounded, grew. bet- 
ter, I grew worſe; and oh! 
how often did I wiſh t' at fivord 
3 "= . Bl 
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bad bern pointed at my brealt, 
that J might have died at once 
by his dear hand, rather than 
languiſh out an age by his cruel- 
ty. Oh!] fatal miſtake, ſaid I, 
and how haſt thou ruined both 
thyſelf and me by 1 _— 
tience ? | 
No, Henry, thou ſhalt never 
die in ' ignorance, I will hunt 
out thy abode, I will ſeek thee 
till J find thee out; I will un- 
deceive thee firſt, then never 8 
thee more! 
Fu Il of * -elolution which 
I made 


* 
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I made a ſecret gf to every body, 
[ aroſe, and went to my un- 
ele's chamber, who was to go 
to Holland in two days, and 


where I imagined Mr. Van- 


zouch intended to travel, be- 
caulc. he had a mother there, 


Aud to Which place I was refol- 


ved to follow, let what would 
be the event: In order to it, I 
threw myſelf at my uncle's feet, 
and wich ſwoln eyes, and a 
heart over-charged with grief, 
I begged of him to remember, 


it was his All-timei fondneſs 


rt which 
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which had brought me to ſuch 
a ſtate of wretchedneſs, and. I 
hoped he thought himſelf oblig- 
ed to reſtore me to my former tran- 
quility, if I could convince him 
it was in his power. Which,” 
faid I, © it certainly is, and may 
be accompliſhed, if you will pre- 
vail with my father, to let me 
go for a fe weeks with you to 
Holland; variety of objects will 
divert my vexation, and. wear 


off this trouble which hangs 1 


heavy on my mind. 
N poor — . 


never 
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never onte ſuſpected my de- 
ſign; for that and the letter 
the old woman brought me; 
I kept to myſelf,) told me, no- 
thing could give him higher 
pleaſure than to ſee me eaſy a- 
gain; and did aſſure me he 
would uſe his utmoſt applica- 
tion to my father for his con- 
ſent, but did believe it would 
be a work of very : diffi 
ar ti. 191715 
I own I was hay: PT of 
his _ but intreated him to 


* ; be went that minute, 
| 4 
1 and 
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and I, followed at his heels, 
ans ficod liſtening at the door, 
where I heard one importune, 
and the other deny as faſt. 
I now confidered, I had but 
little time to prepare, and none 
to loſe; and therefore reſolved 
to put up my own petition, 
while the other was warm in 
his ear. I went in with a de- 
jected look, and found my fa- 
ther ſadly out of humour at what 
my uncle had faid. 4 
As it true, daughter, faid 

he, 
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he, with ſome warmth, that 
yor have a mind to leave me, 
and go a rambling into another 
nation, at a time too when you 
are in fuch high diforder Tor” 
fer? 
Ftir,“ returned I, eat 
for fear of an abſolute denial, it 
is from that diſo rder you have 
now mentioned, which makes 
me ſo defirous to go; a diſtem- 
5 per in the body may be cured by 
medicinal applications, but that 
of the mind is beſt removed by 
new objects; and J am very ſure, 
| Sir, 
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Sir, if you will but indulge my 
wiſhes this once, and permit 
me to go for a; month, L ſhall 
in that/time bring you a daugh- 
ter back perfectly ea. 
At theſe words, my father 
looked carneſtly at me, and whe- 
ther they made him ſuſpect my 
deſign on no, I knew not; but 
after a pauſe, he faid, if he 
thought ſo, he would not op- 
poſe my voyage. 

T told him, I durſt Wl 
it, and earneſtly. intreated him 


| again 
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""_ he e Fan me to to 


go. . br 80 acl} ea 

He a a tear, + ſaid, 
I was all the comfort he had 
left, and now: I was: going to 
rob him of that too; ; but ſince 
he faw was ſet upon it, he 
was reſolved not to 4 me any 
Wake 5 24 | 

I confeſs this anfter moved 
me exceedingly; and had any 
thing but ſeeing my Henry been 
my view, I would have died ra- 
ther than have leſt him. I in- 
treated him on my knees to be 
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taſy, or yet I would not go, 
whatever A ſuffered by OP 
at home. | 
He promiſed me, he cit; 
hd then I went to prepare for 
the voyage. 
In the mean time my uncle 
had a long charge given him of 
me; and Faddle, and one foot- 
man were appointed for my at- 
tendants. 
Me were all aka and the 
daycome for our departure ; my 
poor father wept much, and 
ſaid, he was afraid he ſhould 


Vol. II. E never 
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never ls: me - moke® but I beg⸗ 5 
ged of him to hope for better 

things, and added, I am ſure, 
- my dear Sir, we ſhall meet with 
more joy at my return, than we 
| now have of grief, at our part- 
It would be ſuperfluous, to 
give vo an account of our 
voyage, ſince nothing worth re- 


pPeating happened to us of the 


Jeaſt conſequence to my ſtory; 
for we were neither taken by 
pirates, nor ſwallowed by WAVES; 
| _ we ed "oy _ 


2 8 a and 
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and with full fails. of a fair 


wind we reached our withed-for 


harbour. 


My dear FINE fad my 


Uncle, © you are welcome to 


that nation you ſo much deſired 


to ſee, and now you are here, I 


ſhall very firenuouſly inſiſt upon 


a performance of Ah .promile 
of being caly,” ; 


Sir, faid 5 "66 if1 promiſed 
to be ealy, it was with à men- 
tal proviſo, that I cu˙ fad 
out. Mr. Vanzouch, | to whom 
I muſt clear myſelf of the i im- 
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pu tation he charges. me with, or 
'L ſhall never know any peace of 
mind; 1 muſt now own that 
truth, my dear uncle, which I 
| have hitherto concealed ' from 
you, | and all the world, till 1 
got hither. _ | 

| 6c That Mr. Vanzouch was 
once, and I fear i is ſtill very dear | 
to me, cannot deny; z but I can 
with the greateſt juſtice fay, „ 
would be more pleaſure to me 
o remove from his mind that le- 
** which he Fw to my charge, 

than 


— 


Tur LAD Vs TALE, Se. 77 


than it would to poſſeſs, or be 
poſſeſſed by him. 1 ker 

« Here, Sir, read that let- 
ter,” continued I, then gave 
him that which the woman | 
brought from the inn: He read 
it, and ſeemed greatly concern- 
ed for us both; but ſaid, he did 
not think Mr. Vanzouch ſo very 
culpable as I would make him, 
becauſe he took a falſe appeal 
ance for a true one. | 
e How, Sir, ſaid I, «can 
you juſtify his conduct when he 


flew from me while I purſued 
E 05 hs. 
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his ſteps] when I called fo often 


alter him, and only begged he 


would hear what I had yet to 
 fay? Methinks, if love could 
fiot prevail on ſuch an occaſion, 
good manners might; it would 


have been time enough to fly, 


when he found I could make no 
ue ot; 
Hold Drufilla,” . 

my unele, and conſider, when 
once jealouſy gets into the heart 


of man, it baniſhes reaſon from 


5 n the ee him that has 


the head; and every thing elſe; ; 


« 
K 111 / g 8 * K i it. 


a * 
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It. I on, Bache lov to 
ſuch a pitch as MrWanzouch 
has done; but I have ſo true a 
notion of that paſſion, as to be- 
lieve it creates pain equal to its 
pleaſure, when there is a proſ- 
pect of lofing. the beloved ob- 
jet; butiwe ate. now to go a- 
ſhore, and whe you are at-my 
lodgings, which I will: take care 
ſhall | be commodious for you, 


Wen wilk tale farther on this me- 
W e (die bin en; 
Wben we were landed, if I 
32 call it: ſo, for the whole 
for: E 4 nation 3 


5 Don 1 was no ſooner gone, than 


48 
I nation almoſt looks like part of 
| the delu ge which had never re- 

covered the flood; we got a lit- 
tle refreſhment, and then my 
utele p perſuaded me to retire and 

repoſe mytef a-while, till he 
went to an acquaintance and 
en a little buſineſs of his 
J ſeemingly conſented, 
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I began to: think what method 
l e tri . ode 
to find out my fugitive Henry; 
1 doubted not, but I ſhould find 
him in that town; becauſe he 
wh | 
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told me, his mother lived in it. 
1 then rang for the miſtreſs of 
the houſe, to be informed bx 
her, not ſuppoſing it a difficult 
matter to find out the widow of 
old Mr. Vanzouch, who was ſo 
very remarkable, both for his 


great eſtate, and the particula- 
rity of his perſon: but when the 
woman came, as ſhe could not 
ſpeak Englifh, nor underſtand 
the language, and I being un- 
acquainted with, and as igno- 
rant of the Dutch, after we | 
had exchanged many words 
"5 5 ; to 
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82 
to no manner of purpoſe, he 
even laughed: at me, and went 
down ſtairs again; which put 
me in mind, there were other 
par ts of Europe, beſides Eng- 
land, that knew how to be uy 


to ſtrangers. 125 7 


Vet, en P wid 7 
fo fult of reflection on the wo- 
man's behaviour; the proved ci 
viller than I expected; and, in 
ſtrictneſs, than I deſerved for 
in leſs than a quarter of an hour 
the returned, and brought with 
. pie lk 
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ber a woman, Who could . 


as good Englith, as, myſelf. 
Of this woman 1 enquired of 


ter the Weiber of young Mr. 
Vanzopch; the ſaid, the had 


reaſon to know her very well, 
{having lived. ſome years with 

her; but added, ſhe was not 
now in the town. She likewiſe 5 
informed me that when her huſ- 

band died, who was killed by 

the Engliſh banditti, ſhe left if 
for a more melancholy rctiuge- 5 
ment, where ſhe lives ſo vel 
private, that ſhe ſees no-bodhy J 
EG - but k 
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; but her own ſervants, and-a fon 
ſhe has, who is but lately « come 
to _ . i now going to 
— | FE 
If you kived with tins. 
ther, good woman, vou have, 


doubtleſs, ſeen him; pray, what 


manner of man- is he?” 


gee him my dear young 
madam, yes, I have often ſeen 


A him, and can tell you, he was 

once reckoned the handſomeſt 
man in the whole country, but 
i now grown pale and lean; and 
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one of the maſt melancholy crea- 
tures I ever beheld. 
Thhis account pierced my very 
ſoul : But, pray, tell me, what 
is the cauſe of his diſorder? 
That, returned my infor- 
mer, is what he makes a ſecret, 
but moſt people think he is in 
love with ſome Engliſh beauty; 

E ſhame on her hard heart for 
uſing ſuch a man with cruelty; 
he might have gone to the top of | 
this whole nation, and been re- 
ceived: with thanks but the 
Engliſhmen make ſuch idols of 
1580 their 
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their wamen, that they male 
fools of them too, and they 
do 1 0 what they ould 
be at. gel 

| Thimade bd bluſh ad 
mile, which the woman took 
notice of, and aſked me if +I 
knew him z 1 faid I had heard 
of him, and had a friend who 
was 158 well 1 with 
him. $3 1 
0 Whyz! FORE: i th 

0 if your friend or you have a 
FF wind to ſee him, I believe it 
Vi be no difficult matter, for 
3 I hear: 


8 40 
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F hear he is come to town, in 
order to take ſhipping for 
Italy.” Sy Lato 
I then aſked her where be 
lodged, but that ſhe could not 
tell me, though the kindly of⸗ 
fered her ſervice to enquire. 1 
told her, ſhe could not do 4 
more obliging thing; and the 
more expeditious ihe was, the 
more ſhe would merit my thanks. 
She anſwered me, ſhe took a 
delight in ferving ſtrangers, and 
I ſhould ſee her again in leſs than 
an hour, But before ſhe re- 


1 | turned, 


turned: my uncle came in, ta 
whom. 1 communicated the 
hopes I had of _ Mr Wan- 


zouch again. 8 
61 3 es your eyes; 
Drufllaj there was more than 


_ a uſual content in your breaſt; 
B hope it will not leſſen your 
joy, if I ſhare in it. But, pray, 
my dear niece, what fort of 2 
man is this beloved | ſpark of 
yours? F cannot. forbear fancy- 
ing Lhave ſeen him for I met 
a gentleman ſince F have been 
* who came. up pretty. cloſe 


i ta 


6. — Es + ow 
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to me, and when he had look. 
ed full in my face, he turned 
about, and ſent off a couple of 
footmen he had behind: him, but 

did me the honour of being 
mine himſelf, for he has per- 
421966 th 3 me ever 
ne 
It is pity, Bir, W 
| © you did not ſpeak to him, and 
alk him whether he had any bu- 
ſineſs with you; he is at pre- 
ſent, P hear, ſo much altered; 
that to deſcribe him, is doing 
a becauſe. hei is now, it 
7 n 


\ 


_ yo; much „ 
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f e eee e 
Was 1 ee! 1¹ 

I ws we were king my 
| 95 had found out his — 
but he was not now at home; 
the morning would be tlie beſt 
time to find him, for at ten 
& dock he went on Ihip-board. 
I told her the would. ſtill o- 
blige me more, if ſhe: would 
come at: night and conduct me 
to his lodgings, ſince hier beſt 
| direionswould be uſeleſs} as we 


2112 fl The 
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The good-natured woman a- 
gain complied, and promiſed to 
come at my hour and joe 
to the houſe. © 20 Lola 

My uncle again left us, ewe 
ing ſome urgent buſineſs to tranſ- 
act with a merchant; and at the 
appointed time my new friend | 
came. White I was getting 
ready to go with her, I aſked 
her if ſhe was well acquainted 
with the gentleman? She arts 
ſwered, ſhe was not; for though 
ſhe had lived ſome years with 
his mother, and was married 


from 
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* her, r had never ſeen 
him above ſive or fix times in 
ber lie, for, he was always at 
ſchool or at ſome friend's hou ſe 
* viſiting, during the whole time 
ſhe lived in the family: He was, 
continued ſhe, from bis child. 
hood, loved and admired dby every 
: body, and I dare tay; madam, 
When he goes to-morrow morn- 
ng, there will not be many dry 
e behind him. 53 
| *. good woman, aggnear 
as the: thinks himſelf to the be- 


5 ginning ef his wel, there Ong 
be 


* 
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be a way found out to prevent 
his 3 journey, and ſave the peoples 


| tears; fortune and our deſigns 


do not always go hand in 
hand.“ 88 * Gy 


* 


J ſoon found theſe words con- 


founded the woman very much, 


and ſtood ſtaring at me as 


if ſhe ex pected an ex planation, 
which I, however, was not dif- 
poſed to give her at that time, 
but told her I was ready, and a- 
way we went 5:5 an 

After ſhe had conduded me 
through many ſtreets, we came 


at 
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at laſt to a narrow paſſage, where 

we heard the claſhing of ſwords, 
which frighted me fo, that not- 
withſtanding the haſte I was in 
to ſee my lover,. I retired with 
more ſpeed than I went: it was 
very dark, which added to my 
terror, yet I fent my man to ſee 
what was. doing, and bade him 
prevent miſchief if he could: 
we ſtayed for him at a ſhop- door, 


and he ſoon returned; with my 
; uncle ſmeared with blood; 1 
ſhrieked out, and thought he 
bad been killed, but he begged 


8 me 
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me to be ſatisfied, and ſaid, the 


blood I ſaw came from a wound 
ſo very — as a 


worth dreſſing. coder 

However, Wanted lost his 
viſit for that night, and we all 
returned to our lodgings ; I re- 
warded the woman for her trou- 


ble, and defired ſhe would came 
again in the morning, Which 


ſhe promiſed to do, for ber own 


curiolity was now nn * ſe--* 


nn t hs his event. 


e e th was ges 1 
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aſled- my uncle how he Game 
engaged, and whether it was 
cuſtomary there to aflaſf nate 
People in the ſtreets 55 | 
He replied; it was not; but 
by what little light he had, he 
thought it was the ſame man 
who had followed him in the 
Ohl then, ſaid In Sir was Mr. 
| Vanzouch | Have _ hurt him, 
ö he fee men £nf 
I believe the e cis 
my uncle, © becauſe we had not 
- made above . or two, when 


your 


's 
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our man came ſo opportunely 
to part us. He was very con- 
ciſe, bade me draw, ſaid for ſome 
reaſons we could not both live, 
and this was the minute to a. 
our fatGee. 
dir, ſince i is ih n it 
will be but a common piece of 
civility, to let me know your 
quarrel: with me; I fancy you 
are under ſome grand miſtake, 
let me firſt try to convince you 
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ingme, (I never expoſtulate with 
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my {word in hand; defend your- | 
ſelf; and at that word, he made 
a paſs, and gave me this ſlight 
wound; but he was ſo very re- 
ſolute, that one of us muſt Have 
dropped, had not Tom came as 
he did.“ . 36513; et, 
0 Heaven be praifed my Jew 
uncle that you are both ſaſe, 
und Tom ſhiall reap the fruits of 
his cburdge, in venturing te 
| * ydu: but pray, continued 
I, a flight as your wound is, 
ate eee he con- 
0 ee 
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ſented to, and then was put to 
I no ſooner ſaw day-light in 
the morning than I began to 
prepare for my walk to my 
Henry, and as I was drefling, 
I heard ſomebody knock at the 
ſtreet-door: I believe, ſaid I to 
Faddle, the poor diligent wo- 
man is come already, go down 


and let her in, for nobody is up 
in the houſe but us: ſhe went 
down, and opened the door to a 
boy who had a paper in his hand, 
which, he faid, was for ſomebody 


F 2 | in 
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in the houſe, but he had not 
Engliſh enough to be underſtoot! 
For who; at laſt 1 went, down, 
and could juſt underſtand it 
Was for the Englith gentleman . 
I knew there was none fuch 
in that houſe but my uncle, ſo 
carried it up to him, without 
| directions, as it Was. He open- 
<d it, and then aid, laughing, 
Druſilla, this is your quarrel, o 
you may even go. and fight it 
out + yourſelf 31 for I aſſure | 
1 will neither * nor be [Filled 
hr nothing: - 
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- I took the paper from him, 
and ſoon knew the hand; it was 
a challenge from Mr. Vanzouch 


in. theſe words: 


cc Though you eſcaped my 


te reyenging hand laſt night, 
00 you are not to think yourſelf 
7 ſecure while I live: if you 


{© have courage enough to at- 
c tempt it, and fortune on your 
« fide, you may perhaps, rid 
vyourſelf of one, who pro- 
© feſſes to be your moſt impla- 
«cable enemy; until which 


0 ö F 3 ba. time 
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48 time, you muſt never hope 
for a quiet poſſeſſion of Miſs 
'* © Drufilla Northington. 
eee | you een 
* with your ſword in hand, by 
the Waſt-houſe. | 
5 HENRY Vanzoven.” 


I declare, Sir, faid I, ſmi- 

697 ling, you are a gallant | hero, 
to ſend a woman to anſwer your 
challenges; but I hope, though 
you won't be principal, ou 
will be my ſecond, or at leaſt 
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Hen 
follow at a little diſtance to ſee” 


I have fair play for my life, 

«© Yes, my dear niece, I will 
go with you and ſhew you the 
way, you ſhall never ſay I part- 
ed you, without putting you 
together again.” ai 

He - then came down ſtairs, 
went out with me. towards the 
place appointed, and, by his 
s direction, I ooh came where his 
enraged antagoniſt was; I clap- 
ped on my maſk immediately, 
and approached towards . 
ben he diſcovered my ſex — 
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5 n but end the daſtard 
5 8 with 
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was h6rribly cilappbinted, as he 
expected a man, on whom he 
hoped to wreak” his revenge; it 
rouſed him from tlie revetie 
which he ſeemed to be in when 
I firſt ſaw him, and he n 


ly 1 grew utterly i impatient, 
What have I here ?—a ha- 


hes woman l has my coward 


rial ſent a petticoat to make his 


peace ) Go, tell him; for tlie 
fake of her he adores, I hate the 
whole ſex. --=Begone; 2 

provoke me not to treat you 
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with his own brord to face 
mine.“ #7 
- Poor * "ord he lohan. 
And yet in the very midſt of 
his deſpair and wrath, he Rill | 
retained that captivating form 5 
which firſt ſubdued my heart. 
« No. Mr. Vanzouch,” fad: - 
I, pulling off my maſk, © I 
come not here with a defign ſo 
kind, as to make peace for your 
ſuppoſed rival or myſelf: my 
buſineſs is firſt to reproach, and 
then abjure you for ever. 10 
Have you not. uſed me iu, i 
1 „ DHS nay, 


ich Tur LADY's. TALE, G. 
nay, baſely? Say, did you not 
| give me a heart, which I too 
kindly accepted of, and too. rea- 
dily returned another in its 
place ? You then ſnatched back 
your own, and ſent me mine a- 
gain: this Henry you have done, 
and for no cauſe, but ſeeing me 
innocently ſit on the knee of a 
father's brother. A woman's: 
Honour, like a tender plant, 
muſt be managed with care, or 
it is blaſted for ever. 
“Believe me, Sir, mine e has 
5 always been as dear to me, as 


. that 
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that life I have ventured in its 
vindication; and as this is the 
laſt time IJ am ever to ſee you, 

I will not ſcruple to tell you, 
you never had a rival in my 
heart, it was always but too 
much yours, conſidering how 4 
you have uſed: it. 


% However, it is again in 


my own. poſſeſſion, J have it 
fafe, and I am determined it 
ſhall never leave me more. 

« Thus, Sir, I have deliver- 
ed my ſentiments,. with the a- 
vowed intention of this unex--. 


F 6 pected 
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pedted viſit; only I will add a-. 
nother great truth to all the reſt; 
which is, that I ftill wiſh you 
more happineſs than it was 
ever in my power to give you; 
and ſince I never could deſerve 
you myſelf, may another be 
more forunate: than I have 
rn e ee 
Poor e ood 1 this 
white: lke a ſtatue, without 
words or motion, not only a- 
mazed to ſee me there, but ſtab- 
bed to the heart with em word 
| 1. e erh rafts nt cer 
: by 


* 555 * * | 
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My uncle, w who at a little 
diſtance ſtood and heard all; 
came to us, and as I was turn 
ing to go away, he ſtopped me; 
and addreſſing himſelf to Mr. 
Vanzouch, ſaid, he was ſorry 
upon his own account he had: 
lived ſo long in ſuch an uncaſy 
miſtake: © I aſſure you, Sir, 
continued he, I am not qua- 
liſied to be your rival, nor did 
I ever take any liberty with my 
niece, but what the nearneſs of s 
our blood might very well coun» 
tenance. I hope you are now 
(bt _ - ſatisfied 
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fatished as to yaur own error, if 
not, Iam here ready to give you 
any other ſatisfaction you de- 
mand: I wear a ſword and fear 
no tlurats, but had much ra- 
cher pacify, than provoke, ei- 
ther you or any other what- 
hl my too lovely Dru- 
alla. faid Henry, fly from 
this poor abandoned wretch, 
who has by a raſh inconfiderate 
folly given ſuch anxiety, ſuch 
affliction, to the dear poſſeſſor 
of his ſoul: but firſt remember 
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how great my ſufferings are, and 
how miſcrably-I muſt end my- 
days; remember too, before we 
part for ever, my greateſt crime 
was cauſed by my exceſs of love: 
I do not ſue for pardon, fot 
that I know you cannot grant, 
with all your ſtock of gaodneſs- 
round you; but I can die to 
expiate my fault, and that 1 
will do in pity to my own ſuf- 
ferings: hated life muſt go, be- 
cauſe my tortured ſoul can now . 
no longer bear it. 
No Mr. Vanzouch, aid 13 
© as. 
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e as you have lived to ſee - your 
error, live to repent of it too; 
vou cannot be completely re. 
venged on yourſelf, unleſs you 
live a long and miſerable liſe; 
death i is a bleſſing to the wretch- 
ed, and to die voluntarily in the 
£ midſt of woe, is a proof that 
ſelf is the ruling paſſion.” 
Cruel, cruel Druſilla, is it ge- 
nerous to infulta ſlave, orreproach 
an enemy with a fault he confeſ- 
ſes? Though I am a criminal, 1 
am a repenting one; and if you 
e ſorgive, methinks you 
5 | might 
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might pity a wretch for whom. 
you once confeſſed ſome favour ; 
but I am now become your.jeſt, 
and: you look with mirch, ans 
pleaſure at my torture. 
Heaven knows, Sir you 
wrong me, it never was a jeſt to 
me to ſee a. fellow-ereatute in 
diftreſs; but if you will pleaſe 
to give yourſelf the reflection of 
a moment, and conſider of the 
unkind treatment I have receiv- 


ed, you: cannot have the leaſt 
ex n that I ſhould be a 


partaker in your ſufferings . 


es: « 10 ĩñ̃ 
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| are you for walking homewards? 
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yo To ſee you ſhare my fuf- 
ferings. ſaid he, © would, if poſ- 
fable, inereaſe them; 1 have no 
with but Druſilla's happineſs, 
though that heart of hers is fure- 
id made of adamant.” "Ii 
4 Though that heart he ſo ac- 1 
cuſed, was ready to burſt with 
ſecret grief for him, yet I was 
teſolved to puniſn him a little 
more, for all the uneaſy hours 
he had given me; and turning 
to my uncle, Who was at this 
time greatly agitated, Come, gir, 


* Farewell 
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Farewell Mr. Vanzouch, if you 
have any commands in England, 
I ſhall carefully deliver them: 
the firſt fair wind carries me to 
my native ſhore, where, fince 
I am never to ſee you again, 1 

ſhall however be glad to hear 
from you whenever you are in- 

clined 5 for though my love is 
no more, I ſhall always have by 
wiſhes of a friend.” 

I ſtood expecting his anſwer, 
and looking at him, when I a- 

his lips grow pale, his eyes fixed, 


and he began to ſtagger; we: | 


both 


n& Tas LADY TALE, G. 
both ran to him and ſupported 
him, otherwiſe he had fallen to 
the ground. 

© 1 now thought T had tyran- 
nized enough, and wondered at 
myſelf, how I could ſtand fo 
leng a ſpectator of his miſery, 
who above my life I loved. 


it 1 is now near breakfaſt time, 
| this morning you ſhall be my 
3 gueſt and with a ſmile but 


Harry, don't give e Ws 


now, ory I won't aſk twice. 
185 My No 


I then took him by the hand, 
anch ſaid, Come Mr. Vanzouch 


D. 
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2 cc No; m/ deareſt Drufilla,” 


ald he, almoſt tranſported be- 
yond himſelf, « you know your 


own. power too well over your 
penitent Harry, to think he 
ſhould wait for a ſecond com- 
mand: and oh! could you but 
forgive this one fault, how ami- | 
able | then would you appear? 
I will give you an anſwer at 
; my lodgings, returned 13 to | 


. which place we got in a few mi- 
nutes. But Who is able to def- ; 'S 
cribe the alteration of his face — 
and both aur hearts ? all Was 1 "0 


TIS much 
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much changed for the better, 
that it contributed ee to our 
We 
My uncle, who had been * 
Flent, thus applied himſelf to 
us: How great a ſhate I have 
in that ſatisfaction which I ſee 
in the cou ntenance of you both, 
is T hope very viſible in mine; 
for as I was the innocent cauſe 

of all your trouble, nothing but | 
ſeeing you happily united, could 


ever have given me reſt; and 


Ak though | I diſguiſed it from my 
7 _ had as much uncainek 


5 7 as 
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as either of you: but thanks to 
fate, which has brought you 
together again, and N it ever 
increaſe your joy. N 

Mr. Vanzoueh would fio Joubt 
have made ſome” notable reply 
to this ſet ſpeech of my unele's, 
had not Faddle juſt then brought 
in our tea; and by a general con- 
ſent we all went to breakfaſt; 
though 1 believe, while I was 
pouring it out;” there” was forme 
apology about the light woufid 


my uncle had received, and par- 


don aſked and granted on either 
ide: 


5, 
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ſide: but when we had done, 
and the table removed, my un- 
cle thought proper to leave us, 
ſuppoſing, I imagine, we! had 
rather be alone, than have wit 
neſſes to our reconciliation. As 
oon as my poor Henry perceiv- 
ed | my uncle had left the room, 
be. threw. himſelf at my feet, 
though his eyes were all that 
expreſſed the feelings of bn 
heart, for his tongue was per- 
ec ſilent; which brought 
| 0 1 remembrance,” dee er 
177 us 9 7 12 #7610 
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four lines I had ſomewhere met 
with, 


.. 


“ Silence in love, betrays m more e we 
« Than words tho neꝰ er ſo witty , 

« The beggar who is dumb, you know, 

tc Deſerves a double pity? 


1 muſt own, Leonora, his 
ſilent rhetorick made a much 
deeper. impreſſion on my heart, 
than any thing he could have 
faid would have done. I Jaw | 
the ſtruggles in his foul betwixt 
hope and fear, deſpair and love: 
the laſt of thoſe paſſions had got 

Vol. II. G ſuch 
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that I could no longer bear to 
ſee his anxiety; but taking his 


out ſtretched hand, which was 
pleading for pity, © Riſe, my 


Henry, aid I, © my reſentment 


to you is now at an end. 


At theſe words he cried Gut, 
£« Oh! Drufilla, oh! intolera. 


ble . and then fainted * 
way. 

bed was frighted as wel 
as troubled at this accident, I 
was reſolved not to alarm my un- 


cle, band got haftily up to fetch 


5 * a 
: 92 * 5 n — "© 4 
r F% f 3 
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a cuſhion to lay under my Henry's 
head ; but before I-could finiſh 
my work, he came to himſelf, 
and with what little help I could 
give him, conveyed him ito a 
chair, and I fat down by him. 
Ho, or here, my deareſt 
Druſilla, ſhall I find words te 
thank thee for all thy goodneſs 
Wan unteſervingoavretch? Can 
the remaining part of my life; 
pen in lee and atloration, atone 
for my paſt fault? Oh! fill my 
tars once more with that har- 
dom at 1 2 Tiara Monious _ 
| Hüls 4 
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monious found, wm t love, 
Is and I forgive. W gecl. {reg 


No, I en you, klar, 
id I laughing, £61, will give 
you no more good words, 1 will 
warrant you; for if I do, per- 
haps I ſhall have you to, di 
up off the ground again. 
Able have often heard, -my 
deſtroys us more than violent : 
grief, but I never experienced it 
| before.” | 170 4 et g NH 10 
et, I ſtill Joughings 1% 


| imaging amy there is more : 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure in one than the other, 
and joy comes ſo ſeldem in 
compariſon of grief, that we 
need not fear frequent ſurfeits 
of it; but let me hear no more 
of your lamentations, we are 
now friends again, and that is 
ſufficient; but if you will en- 
tertain me as I defire, let me 
have a ſhort account ef your 
tranſactions ſince we parted; for 
now I ſee you eaſy again, me- 
thinks it will nn me "to hear 
you were in pan 0:0! 99552 
Ahl my Druſilla, if you 


vilnar 


G 3 had 
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had half the love for me, which 


J have for you, you would feel 
what I ſuffered, without, defi- 
ring to hear it; but your whole 
ſex are tyrants, and you are re- 


lolved to ſupport the character 


yet, ſince you- deſire-it, I will 
give you a en. We ac- 


Count; <tr> "51 


When I e two wrt 


a Which were two whole 


ages to my impatient heart, and 
eould not get the leaſt intelli- 
gence from you, I was then re- 
1 to go in oaks; though I 

really 


- . * - 


bab, win n 1 


ed fellow was dead, to {ce what 


could be the cauſe of your cruel ſi- 
lence; Icame fo full of joy, firſt 
to bleſs my eyes with the only 
object I could wiſh to ſee; and 


then to chide you for rabbing 


me of the only bleſſing I withed 
for; but oh! how were they 
blaſted, when they beheld you 


delight, on the knee of anothe 
man; what pangs of inexpreſ- 
able torment did that horrid 


1 beſto !! J looked on ie 
G 4 


ſeated, and, 28 I thought, with | 
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and ſaw he was in all outward 
appearance every way agreeable; ; 
and having g never heard you 
ſpeak of ſo near a relation, 1 
| concluded from that, and your 
late negleet, that you had aban- 
doned me, for the fake of my 
happy rival.” 

$7 $0 far, Mr. Vanzouch, 
1 your excuſe is tolerable, and ! 
grant there was an appearance 
of what you ſuſſ pected; but how 
will you anſwer your unkind- 
| neſs, in refuſing to hear me, or 
5 return to know what I had to 


* - 
44 7 
4 


ſay 
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ſay in my juſtification ? Who 


but Henry, the impatient Henry, 


would have left a woman he had 


a regard for? Nay, to leave his 


abode in ſuch uncertainty ?” 


l was but too ſure of my fate, 


faid he, nor did any thing but 


racking deſpair and jealouſy find 


room in my-bfeaft ; which hur- 


ried me down ſtairs, and has 


me ſtop my ears to the voice 
of my. lovely Syren, that called 
+ often after me. 


£114] flew to my place of con- ; 


| finement, . ealled my Ke 
G 5 bil 
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bid them faddle my horſes! that 
minute: they were in as much 
haſte: as I, ſuppoſing the man 
was dead whom I had wound- 
ed, and we all mounted, and 
Tid, I neicher knew or cared 
where. Oi, 1662 10 
About e af. 8 we 
3 to a town, from whence 
I writ to you, then poſted a- 
way to the next ſea- port, though 
I was very unfit for the ſea, for 
J had been three whole. days, 
_ anwhich 1 never taſted any man- 


** food or dtink, ſave once 
114 * 'F | 4 
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a draught of ſpring water; but 
a ſhip was juſt going luckily off 


for Holland, in which I em- 
barked with my ſervants, and 
had it not been for the ſake of 


thoſe on board with me, I ſhould 
have wiſhed the winds” and 


waves would finiſh what you 
had ſo cruelly begun : nor was 
there many ſteps hetwixt me and 
death, for my ſtomach being 
quite empty, and - 7 nothing for 
the ſea to work upan, I was in 


great hopes every 8 would 


have been my laſt. 
G 6 


ü My 
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+ My ſervants were no 'leſs 


ned than ſurptized at my 
| behaviour, for none knew the 


ſecrets of my wounded heart, 


but the poor: ſufferer itſelf. 


20)! Among the paſſengers in 
che ſhip; we had three or four 


hie, one of which ſeemed to 


be of ſome rank, as ſhe had an 
elegant retinue. This lady, 
perceiving me diſconſolate, un- 


der various pretences, came of- 
en to ſee me, and importuned 


; me very 1 much to taſte of her 


RY proviſions, which I as often re- 
1 731 e e rey fuſed, 
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fuſed, a till one 4 evening, I was 


ſo far prevailed on, as to com- 


ply with her requeſt, and ate a 
morſel or two of a cold chicken. 


6 She feemed pleaſed at her 


ſucceſs, and added, with polite- 
neſs and affability, ſhe was ſure 
it c would do me good. 

I anſwered her wichs great 
aa, I am * N 
it will? rr 7 


% How! Sir,” aid the; at 


ſome amazement, do you fear 
it? Have you a mind to be 
fel ei mo Led og homo: 
5 c No, 


- 


© 
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No, madam, but I have 
chat upon my mind, which is 
beyond the power of food to re- 
lieve; and preſently after the 
cloth was removed and we had 
drank a glaſs of wine, ſhe left 
me, and retired to her own. 
apartment. 

The next morning, ay 
J was drinking my tea; ſhe ſent 
one of her maids, to enquire of 
my- ſervants, to know who I 
was, but from the charge I had 
before given them to conceal my 
name, and their own ignorance 
of 


P - 
"4 1 »* 4 * - 
2 8 
1 * 
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of the/ cauſe of my diforder, the 


girl made no manner olf. diſco- 
very; and upon her zeturn to 


ed a vifit from the lady myſelf, 
who came to enquire how I had 
Mept ; and her laviſh civilities 
now, began to be real perſecu- 
tians, which could. never have 
"= beſtowed on a more thank- 


els perſon ; for though they a A 


it ſtill gave me more uneaſineſo, 
and at laſt, I could hardly com- 


mand my temper enough to be 
politely 


255 


her miſtreſs,” I ſoon after recaiy- | 
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Politely eil tot her - Low ſhe 
was young, beautiful, and enter: 
taining, and had I been in a con. 
dition to like any one; but you 
my love, her company would 
be pleaſed me; but I could 
not "reliſh any thing 1 had, for 
thinking of what 1 had not. 
When ſhe found nothing could 
Fraiſe my ſpirits, ſhe told me, the 
feared I had ſomething more 
than a ſea· ſickneſs to diſturb 
me, and wiſhed he" were wor- 


7 


thy tO know.. e Haus 
ww Nl, ſaid I, I am no 
I : vi "PE - . 


* 
* 
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Enight-errant, who go about 


the world to entertain all they 
meet with their adventures; and 


> 12 , i013 2 1 5 PD ene 
ſhould I make you acquainted 


with my troubles, 1 ſhould make 


you a ſharer of them too, fince 
] ſee vou have good-mature e- 
nough to ſympathize with any 
body in affliction '' 

ee ir,“ returned ſhe, if you 
could from ſo thort an acquaint- 
ance believe me your friend, it 


would then be no hard matter | 
perhaps to perſuade your 1 


would not only ſhare your trou- 
* ble, 
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ble, but take it nn off your 
nt pb #5 "81 

e So, fo, Henry,” fd. V 
| « fs all the buſtle you have 
made about a rival, I can per- 
ecive I was in more danger of 
lofing-you at ſea, than, you were 

at loſing me on land.” 
No, my Druſilla, 0 
he, you had gained too great 
a; poſſeſſion, to leave my heart 
free for a ſecond choice; and of 
ell diſagrecables, nothing is more 
fo, than offered love to a 1 
| _ Ow 


 y » 


1 
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I own, Drufilla, I was ne- 
ver ſo ſet for an anſwer te any 
thing in my life, as I was to | 
What ſhe ſaid: I ſaw-ſomething 
in it particulatly kind, and that 
made it more diſguſtful co my 
loathing, ſtomach ; yet, whatd 
felt myſelf from love, ereated 
ſomethiag in me like pity for 
Ber, and I ſaid with ſome con- 
fuſion, I am ſorry, madam, 
your ee goodneſs are ſo 
"Bred "A to one who een ; 
ion oft beg d bios eeura 
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return his ſincere thanks, for 
the honour intended. 

The poor lady ſighed and 
blu ſhed, and wanting 0 courage 
for a new reply, ſhe went away, 
and only faid at parting Fare- 
Well, ungrateful man, farewell 
for ever. %% TION ISI 2151. 
After which time I 

-her no mbre till we landed, untl 
then ſhe came to me, and 
thanked me for the receipt 1 
bad given her- to cure tlie ar 
fidore; OL 200+0% ad boxed - 
e E told her I wiſhed ſhe could 
ot 061.21) ? do 
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do as» mpgh, for me, or that it 
was in my own power to follow 


my own preſcriptions; I farther 
added, I was out of countenance 

at what I had faid to her, being 
very ſenſible it was too inelegant 
for, a lady;s ear, b but I thought 
it much more generous, to ſtop 
a growing evil while it was young, 


than ſooth it till it grew too 


ſtrong, and after, only laugh to 
ſer the murdered fair expire} 971 
„And are there, Sir, — 5 
ſhe, „ ſuch monſters int 

world N. 4404 fal 1170 F 2 by 


; © Madam, 
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35 Madam, returned, ! 62$t Gy . 
hard to anſwer for the whole 
er; may experience never con- 
vince ybu, and may you WA 
5 ect with What you merit.” 
Which 1 fear, replied ſhe, 
«wilt be but very little, if one 
tu guels at what is to come; 
by What is already pafled; ; but. 
that 1 may not be bchind-Rani 
wie your $686 wies, may you 
be Aways Happy in he arte ef 
her yeu with: for, and may a 
a ekectn for edtli other 
bleſs your lateſt hours blow 


A SM 4 | 
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II ſent a mental amen after 
her prayers, though I durſt not 
hope that either would be heard, 
and then we parted indeed for 
ever, ſhe with a tear in each 
eye, to her abode, and I with a 1 
badge of your” cruelty, a broken | 4 
heart, to my poor mother! who | 
wanted not the addition of my | 
forrdws: to her on, being ſtill 
under the utmoſt affliction» for 
the untimely death of my fa 
een, ono nhl ara | 
When I eame to her, ſhe 
knew-me not, and it was with 
| ſome _ 


+> C 
Se Aa 


2% Tus LADY's-TALE, &c. 
ſome difficulty that I convinced 
her I was her ſon; which when 


I had accompliſhed, inſtead of 
rejoicing to ſee me, ſhe fell in- 


8s the greateſt grief imaginable, 


and ſaid, now all is gone, for 
my child cannot wed ſurvive 
his father! 
41 lt own, 1 _ not 


| play the hypocrite ſo well, as 
to diſſemble my inward diſtur- 
bance; and at laſt, by her fre- 
quent importunity, I told her 
all my - n for 
e en; bas ts 
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which, ſhe now lies under the 
greateſt trouble. 


I afterwards acquainted her 
with my intention to travel, and 
try if that would give me any 
reſpite from my daily torments; 
but that ſhe oppoſed with all 
her authority; till within theſe 
three days paſt, ſeeing me 
continue ſtill miſerable, and no 
hopes of my recovery, ſhe con- 
ſented to my going, and I took a 
ſad farewell of her, and came 


here in order to' be gone, even 
from myſelf, had I known how. 


446 Tux LADY*'s TALE, S. 
But yeſterday I accidentally met 
your uncle in the ſtreet, whoſe 
idea was always preſent in my 
imagination, and on whom 1 
looked, as the chief diſturber 
of all my bliſs. I was reſolved 
however, he ſhould not poſſeſs 

my Druſilla, without interrup- 
tion; though I may ſay, never 
enemy gave a challenge with 
more generous deſigns than I 
did; for as I thought you irre- 
trievably loſt, I from my very 
heart wiſhed, that I myſelf 
Wight fall, and with poor At- 
kinſon 
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kinſon ſaid —— Without my 
Druſilla, death is welcome! I 


watched him all day, but would 


not ſpeak to him till night, 
which I thought the beſt time 
to encounter without being diſ- 
turbed; and to my wiſh, when 
it was but juſt light enough to 


ſee the point of our ſwords, he 


came out of a coffee-houſe, and 
went through a bye place fit for 
my purpoſe: there I accoſted 
the worthy” innocent, who 
would fain have let me into the 
ſecret of my own error; but 
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Oh! force of dire deſpair, I 
' refuſed to hear his tale; and of 


what fad con ſequence that 


might have proved, I am now 
too ſenſible : but kind heaven 


ſent a timely agent to prevent 


| our fate, whom 1 then wiſhed 


had been ſent on another er- 


rand. But oh! ſhort ſighted 


man, who can neither ſee his 


own danger or ſafety l 


c No, ſaid I, . « eſpecially 


in the dark ; had it been light, 


| you would have known your 


ſeparator, 
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ſeparator, and he you, for it 
was honeſt T om, my man.” | 

Juſt here, we were ſummon- 
ed to dinner, and when it was 
lover, I deſired my unele to call 
for a pen and ink, and give my 
father an account ofyour affairs, 
as they ſtood at preſent, which 
I thought might do better from 
his hand than mine. And when 
that is over,” ſaid Henry, I have 
a requeſt to make to you both; 


which 1 is, to let me wait upon 


you to ſee my poor mother, Who 


will, I am ſure, receive us all 
H 3 with 


_ 
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with open arms. We promiſed 
him we would, and while my 


uncle was writing, Henry, whoſe 
heart was now at eaſe, began 


to enquire after the man he had 


wounded, and aſked me, if he 
were dead or alive? 


He is alive, returned I, for 


any thing I know; he went from 
us in a very fair proſpect of re- 


covery, for as ſoon as he Was a- 
ble to be removed, I prevailed 
with my father to ſend him a- 
way, which he did. 

F Tam glad of it, ſaid * 


170 | 2. ce for 
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ce for now I have time to reflect 7 
F can find nothing to divert in 
having a man's blood lie at our 
door: Oh! Drufilla, how many 
tormenting hours did that wound 
give me? We might have lived 
an age in love by this time, had 
that wretch never been. Put 
every thing gives us exerciſe for 
our philoſophy, and we can tell 
ourſelves, it compleats our plea- 
ſure, to find ſome difficulty in 
obtaining it ; but mine has coſt 
me very dear, and — 
. © Yes indeed, interrupted I, 
H 4: 


\ 


a 
<P 
* 
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© you have much cauſe to bris 
of your philoſophy, when the 
bare apprehenſion of loſing an 


impertinent woman, could ſhock 


= | {+ - 


« My dear,” replied he, v0 
may make as free with yourſelf 
as you pleaſe, but had 1 not ſet 


an higher price on what you 


ſpeak of with ſo much eontempt, 
it ſhould never have coſt me fo 
many reſtleſs days and nights: 


we value every thing as we like 
it; and a a my gem be in- 
8 ee ſtimable, 


„ 
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eſtimable, many a man prizes 
his pebble as high. 

But now, my deareſt Dru- 
filla, iff you think I have fufl 


fered enough, leave it not in the 


power of fate, to diſappoint me 
again; give me what is now be- 
come my due, both from my 
ſufferings and your own kind. 
promiſe,” | 

© Henry, replied I, it is 
very true that I have promiſed 
to make you as happy as my 
power will admit of ; and [ do 


own, there is enough owing to 


H 5 your 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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your ſuffering, to haſten your 


reward but I beg you will re- 


member, that while you waked 


| upon flint, I ſlept not on a fea- 


ther bed; I doubtleſs had my 


| uneaſy hours, as well as you, and 


all I deſire to ecompenſe them 


; is, that you will conſider I have 


left my poor father in a very 


| melancholy condition, and know 


it will be the greateſt pleaſure 


to him, if I give myſelf away 


in his preſence: 1 therefore i in- 


treat you not to urge our mar- 


riage till we return to England, 
| with 
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with which requeſt, if you com- 
ply now, I will promiſe, though 


a little before my time, to oblige 


you in every thing for ever after.” 
elt is impoſſible,” ſaid he, 
ce that Druſilla ſhould aſk in 


vain; I muſt-@mply, though 
to the detriment of my own. 


greateſt ſatisfaction. But come; 


the letter is I ſee finiſhed, let us 
ſend it away, and then go to my 
mother, who is not far off; and 


there we will ſtay, till a ſhip 


and a fair wind. preſent them- 
| 67 IE ſelves 
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1 back n 
and.” | 
We then diſcharged our lod 
ings, and went to ſee the old 
lady, whom we found in tears, 
and ſhe was at a loſs to know 
her ſon again, ſo much had ſe- 
renity of mind altered the form 
of his countenance. He took 
me by the hand, and preſented 


me to her, ſaying, Here, ma- 
dam, is the cauſe of all my 
grief; and added, but then {he 
is the cauſe of all my joy too. 
„he * lady, beauteous 
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even in old age, knew not what 
to hope, nor what to believe; 4 
till her ſon made her acquaint- 
ed with the whole remaining 
part of the tale; which filled 
her with ſo much joy, fo much 
content, ſhe had much ado to 
bear it: nothing was ever ſo 
tranſported as ſhe was, ſhe took 
me to her arms a thouſand 
times, begged me to Jook upon 
her with the tender eyes of a 
child, for I ſhould always find her 
a moſt indulgent mother; © And 
2 but my loved Harry, 


continued 


1 3 Tur L ADY's TALE; Ec. 
5 continued ſhe, '**hallever ſhare 
5 {1.187 affections with you.” 


I thanked her for her pro- 
mifed favours, and told her no- 
thing leſs than ſo much good- 
neſs was to be expected from 
one of her amiable character, 

and hoped, I ſhould live to re- 
turn her fondneſs with an equal 
ſhare of love and duty: And 1 
beg, m madam, continued I, yo 
will give me an opportunity of 
| | Keeping my word, by bearing 

| us company to England, where 
. you ſhall al ways find that reſ- 

| pet 
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pect which is due to a mother 
of ſo much excellence. 
dhe ſoon agreed to my pro- 
poſal, and ſaid, now her ſpouſe 
was dead, and her only child 
going from her, ſhe had no in- 
ducement to ſtay where ſhe was; 
and how kindly ſhe took my 
invitation, time and her ready 
compliance would ſhow. 7 
Henry was extremely pleaſ- 
ed with what I had ſaid, and 
told me afterwards, when we 
were alone, I found out. new 


methods 
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methods every day to engage 
his heart more firmly to me. . 
I am not, Aid I, a wo- 
man of much obſervation, , but 
: [THR the little I have made, 


have taken notice, that affec- 


; N 


as are ſooner gained than 
kept; for which reaſon, I think 


it but common prudence in "= 


wife to oblige a huſband in 
hat ſhe can, that ſhe may ſe- 
cure him, when ſhe has him; | 
E - an. 1 do not bluſh to ſay, when- | 
*X ever I change my ſtate of life, 1 
ſhall ſet ſo true a value on, my 


huſband” 8 
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huſband's heart, as to endeavour; 
by a good uſage of him and his, 
to keep it wholly to myſelf.” 
My lovely charmer,” ſaid 
the rapturous Harry, not all 
the merit of thy whole ſex heap- 
ed together, ſeparate from thy 
own, ſhall ever have power to 
draw the heart of thy adoring 
Henry, one ſingle hairs-breadth 
from thy beloved boſom. h 
No, my Druſilla, there it 
is fixed, and there ſhall reſt for 


| ever. 
0 Well, now, id 9 dg 
1 4 FS | truce 
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* truce with love a- while, and let 
us go to the old lady, and my 
uncle; for aught we know, he 
may be as buſy as we have been, 
and upon the ſame occaſion; 
for I muſt tell you, I have not 
ſeen freſher chatms in many 
young women, than your mo- 
ther has to boaſt at forty.” But 
Leonora, what ſhould I trouble 
you any longer for d in ſhort, 
Harry was in haſte to be mar- 
ried, and for that reaſon, eager- 
ly preſſed his mother to ſettle 


ber affairs, that we might be 


LY & 4» 4 N 2 
3 gone; 
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gone ; Which ſhe; with the 
greateſt ſatisfaction did, and a 
few days compleated the work. 
This worthy lady, made 
me many very valuable preſents 
afterwards; and behaved herſelf 
with ſo much ſweetneſs of tem- 
per to me, that it was impoſſi- 
ble 1 could miſs my own. mo- 
ther, while I had ſu ch an affec- 
tionate one remaining in her. 
1d length, Leonora, we all 
took ſhipping together, and 


” "Wa 


with as favourable a wind, which 
before had conveyed us to Hol- 


land, 
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| Jand, 1 we md again to Eng- 
land. 

4 off not acquaint you, how 
joyful my dear father was to 
fee us all, nor what pains he 
took to make' us welcome ; for 

| on the third day after we arriv- 
| ed, at the earneſt ſolicitations of 
my Harry, in the preſence of 
my honoured father, and my 


Harry y's mother, we were law- 
fully made one, and though 
it is almoſt ſeven years ſince 
that period, during which time, 
I can with truth affirm, that 
never 
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never an angry word has hap- 
pened betwixt us, and we are 
now as much a bride and bride- 
groom, as we were the firſt 
week we were married. | 
And now, my Leonora, as 
you are my friend, and none a 
better Judge i in fuch caſes, I beg 
you will tell me, wherein I 
have tranſgreſſed through the 
whole Oeconomy of this amour. 
* 66 Firſt, ” faid Leonora, 1 
would have you and your ſpouſe 
go to Dunmow, and claim the 
flitch of bacon; for, according 


to 
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| to Four « own account, no cou- 
ple ever had a better title to it: 
but as for your faults, I deſire to 
be excuſed; they are what no- 
body loves to hear of, and 1 beg 
Gy you will not put me upon a taſk 


to te! 2 

I inſiſt upon it, ſaid I, and 
if you refuſe to comply, you are 
not the friend I took you for; 
conſider, my dear, of what ſer- 


vice it may be to me: for ſince 


you are reſolved my tale ſhall be 
made public, I deſire my faults 
1585 be ſo too, if for no other rea- 
ſon, 
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ſon, but to prevent the critici- 
ſing world from making: their . 
remarks.” REY BEES 
6c Why then, Mrs. Vanzouch, , 
fince 1 have your commands to 
be free, take my opinion, as fol- 
lows : firſt, I think the begin- 
ning of your love was a .. | 
whimſical, for you ſeemed to be 


very uneaſy, for you knew not 


whom; next, your arguments 
with your father about Mr. At- 
kinſon, were not only too pert 
for a daughter, but ſome part of 
them were very weak, and not 


well 


7108 


= 
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5 7 7 8 vel Hupported, Ialſo muſt blame 
your conduct for travelling in | 


Hi earch of your lover, though you 
+ had a an honourable relation going 


| where he was, as a jetter to him 
would have been as convincing 
as your perſon; and laſtly, your 
whole behaviour was a little too 
forward, which you know, aswell 
as I do, i is a fault not caſily par- 
doned i in our ſex.” 
ET How proud, Leonora, am I, 
after hearing theſe ſeveral charges $ 
to find myſelf grown to fuch a 


height, of \what the men call 
philoſophy, 


* 
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philoſophy, without being 4 


ved | And now I will try to an- 


ſwer all your objections. | 
« As to my being whimſic l 
ly in love, it was not ſo much 
that, as pride; my father told | 
me I could never hope to. gain 
a conqueſt over Mr. Vanzouch, 
and I was only ſick with deſire 


to convince him I could. 


„Then as to my arguments 
about Mr. Atkinſon.— 
„ But ſee! bere i is my Henty 


coming, with his dear boy, Harry, 
FO "Tp | 5 1 "=" 
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ri and, and his little Dru- 7 
8 $2 4 ; : LS 3 f 8 "= | 

B fila in the other: come Econora, | 


1 
Fi l 
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let s go and meet them. 
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